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SAPA and FCA: a successful industrial research 

project in southern Italy that keeps creating jobs. 
 

Here are the results of the research project and experimental development PON Ricerca e 

Competitività  that just ended. Organized by SAPA together with FCA, focusing on the 

development of new patented solutions, advanced personnel training and the hiring of young 

engineers operating in SAPA’s R&D department. 

 

Arpaia, January 29th 2018 

 

The research project PON, Ricerca e Competitività  (PON, Research and 

Competitiveness) just successfully came to an end. SAPA led the project together with 

FCA, with great results in terms of productivity and employment. 
 
The National Operative Program Research and Competitiveness  20017 – 2013 (PON R&C) is 

the tool through which Italy contributes to the development of a Cohesive Political Program 

next to the European Union so to support its underdeveloped areas. 

 

Italy and the European Union have shared a substantial part of the resources granted by the 

European Structural Funds, granted to support Research and Innovation in 4 regions (Puglia, 

Calabria, Sicilia, Campania), aiming at fostering social and economical development. 

 

Three entities were mostly responsible for the project: the Regional Center for new 
Technologies and Productive Activities Knowledge, based at the University of Naples 

Federico II and University of Salerno, acting in the field of research, Fiat Group Automobiles, 
responsible for the designing and manufacturing of automobiles and the related components, 

and SAPA, working in the field of injection molding and manufacturing of thermoplastic car 

components. 

 

The goals, all successfully achieved, revolved around the development of new technologies 

and designing methods, the manufacturing and supervision of high tech thermoplastic 

components to optimize some of the most important features of our vehicles (such as soft 

touch), and the dimensional stability of components and their resistance to scratches, which is 

typical for plastic materials in cars. 

 

The successful partnership between highly qualified research centers and companies, 

together with the outstanding achievements accomplished by the projects, led to the 

implementation of the new designed technologies through an array of highly 
innovative products, which will positively impact final customers as much as the 
environment. The research, in fact, deeply focused on the recycling of plastic materials. 
 

A share of the resources was dedicated to the advanced training of personnel focusing on 

research and specialized technical matters, once more confirming the desire to invest on 
research and technological innovation share by all of the parties involved. 

 

Moreover, other than the aforementioned qualified personnel, a variety of high profile experts 

were involved in the project: engineers and scientists working in the field of plastic polymers; 

young engineers that have now been hired by SAPA’s R&D Department. 



 

The outstanding results and quality enhancement also led to an increase in the number of 

commissions, consequently leading to a further investment in human resources, 
incrementing the number of employees. 
 

Giovanni Affinita, Chief Sales Strategist and member of SAPA’s Board of Directors, 
talked about all of this: 
 
SAPA is very proud of how this research project turned out. We are proud to have hired a great 

number of brilliant Engineers who will now be joining our Research & Development department 

in our Arpaia headquarter, Benevento. We’re looking forward to the possibility of hiring more 

professionals in the near future. 

 

In fact, we have created a unique department known as Innovation Engineering . In recent 

years, SAPA has grown into an incredibly specialized company for the manufacturing of car 

components through revolutionary processes. The number of patented solutions presented by 

SAPA doubles every year. Our One-Shot Method, for example, allows us to manufacture complex 

components in a single shot, with just one machine. 

 

This results in lower costs, a considerably reduced environmental impact and a considerable 

time saving procedure. 

 

The synergy with FCA and other research centers was incredibly important and had concrete 

results when it comes to employment stats. We can now look at the future with pride and 

optimism, also for what concerns Southern Italy. 

 

 

SAPA: 
 

SAPA is Superior Automotive Parts and Application. 

 

The company was founded by Angelo Affinita and has been working in the field of injection 

molding for the Automotive sector since 1975, acting as a direct supplier to Italian and 
international Carmakers such as FCA, Volkswagen, CNH, Porsche and Ferrari. 
 

 

The outstanding talent and entrepreneurial skills of Angelo Affinita quickly turned a small 

artisan workshop into a successful industrial reality with 6 branches around Europe, over 
1.000 employees and € 8  Millions in revenue, with the prospect of further growth in the 

near future. 

 

Today, SAPA focuses his business entirely on the automotive field. Working on two main 

production lines: the engine area and the interiors area, through patented products and 

solutions. 
 

 

 

 


