
Mr Giovanni Affinita receives the FCA “Supplier of the Year 2018”
Award

The important acknowledgement was received during the annual FCA EMEA
Annual Supplier Conference 2018 “Get ready - A new journey is starting”.

Arpaia, Italy - 08 January 2019 - SAPA, the Italian industrial group that
specialises in car parts, was awarded as “Supplier of the Year 2018” by
Fiat Chrysler Automobiles (FCA) at the EMEA Annual Supplier Conference - an
event organised by FCA to award the suppliers that most contributed to the
activities of the Group. 

The SAPA Group was awarded for being the “best supplier in the EMEA region
in 2018 for always being supportive and proactive. For always seeking 
technological excellence, innovation and product cost optimisation”. This was
the motivation given by FCA.

The award was handed out by Ms. Monica Genovese, Head of FCA Purchasing
EMEA Region, Mr Pietro Gorlier, COO EMEA region and Mr Scott Thiele, FCA
Chief Purchasing Officer and was received by Mr Giovanni Affinita, Executive
Director.

“This moment is like being patted on the shoulder in acknowledgement of 
the efforts we’ve made so far. 
I received this award, but in reality, every person that embodies the SAPA 
spirit was there with me and received it with me.

Receiving this award certainly motivates us to continue on the innovative 
path that the One-Shot method is creating, with the certainty that it will 
always make a real difference for our clients. We are confident that 2019 will
also be a stimulating year and that it will bring us and the FCA Group 
success”, says Mr Giovanni Affinita, Executive Director. 

In 2015, SAPA also received the FCA Continuous Improvement award. Today’s
award is proof of the group’s growth also beyond the national borders. The
latest years, as matter of fact have been a real turning point for SAPA, both
in terms of growth in the numbers and in terms of technological innovation.
The recent acquisition of the Selmat group contributed to SAPA’s growth so
that it now has a turnover of around € 280 million and over 1,700 employees.



The acquisition also made it possible for SAPA to expand to the industrial
vehicles and luxury cars sectors. 

SAPA has always stood out for its interest in innovation and research. Over
the years, the Group has created an “Innovation Engineering” department,
which develops and then patents groundbreaking new technologies.  Among
these, the One-Shot® Method is noteworthy: it is the world’s fastest method
to produce car parts with more efficiency in terms of costs and productivity
and it was presented at the IZB International Exhibition in Germany.

GIOVANNI AFFINITA – EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Giovanni Affinita is the third of three children (his siblings Antonio Affinita
and Mariangela Affinita are Executive Directors and members of the Board of
Directors); together with their mother Dora Affinita, President, they are the
third generation leading SAPA. 

Giovanni holds a degree in Economics from LUISS in Rome and is Chief Sales
Strategist and member of the Board of Directors at SAPA.

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SAPA
The AD Group Holding was created in 1974 by Angelo Affinita.  SAPA was
founded by Angelo Affinita in 1974 and is now an Italian industrial group that
specialises  in  the  production  of  cutting-edge parts.  The SAPA Group is  a
direct supplier of renowned automotive companies such as Volkswagen and
Ferrari.  Today,  SAPA has  10 factories  in  Italy  and Europe with  140 press
machines  and  over  1,700  employees  in  Italy,  Poland  and  Germany.  The
company has a yearly turnover of € 250 million and produces over 61 million
car parts yearly. The product range includes door panels, dashboard parts,
engine covers and hubcaps. SAPA, which has always been orientated towards
innovation, invests 4.5% of its annual turnover in R&D.
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