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PRESS RELEASE

SAPA, THE MULTINATIONAL COMPANY IN THE AUTOMOTIVE SECTOR THAT IS ALWAYS
COMMITTED TO TRAINING YOUNG PEOPLE

SAPA and the Angelo Affinita Foundation are supporting the Riva Foundation’s latest project to open the “La
Scuola del Fare” (the School of Doing) in Naples where young people can learn a job by trying their hands

at it.

26 February 2019

SAPA SpA is known not only in Italy but especially at international level for being an innovative and 

groundbreaking company in the automotive sector. In recent years, it stood out particularly for patenting the 

One-Shot® Method, a method that caters for quicker production time and is more environmental-friendly 

because it produces more lightweight parts and reduces waste.

Yet SAPA, despite typically striving for internationalisation, is also very attentive to the local community and

has decided to invest in some difficult local communities with the aim of helping people in need to flourish

and let their true abilities emerge and thrive. 

In 2010 the Angelo Affinita Foundation was created as a not-for-profit organisation: it enshrines the spiritual

and human legacy of Mr. Angelo Affinita, the founder of SAPA. The idea behind the project is to operate in

some difficult areas to make the local potential emerge and to offer new opportunities to the young people

living in those areas.  The aim is not to give a man a fish, thus bringing mere punctual assistance, but to

teach to fish, for people to learn to grow with an entrepreneurial mindset.

The sectors in which this commitment is translated into action are child support, education and professional

training.

After  all,  the Affinita  family  has  always  been attentive  to the educational  needs of  the people  in  their

community:  even within SAPA some important  initiatives are in  place and characterise the department
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called SAPA ACADEMY, which is centred on training. The focal point is certainly the collaboration with

University and the Angelo Affinita prize: this is a research prize which is awarded each year to young people

who distinguish themselves for their study of a research field close to SAPA’s field of activity. But this is not

all.  Besides collaborating with some local schools, SAPA supports education by issuing vouchers for its

employees to purchase school books for their children and with many more initiatives, because there is no

growth without education.

The latest important project that SAPA is involved in is the creation of a training centre for young people

aged between 13 and 15.  It is called “La Scuola del Fare” (The School of Doing) and it was created within

the Don Bosco Institute, in the Doganella district of Naples. The presentation, with the title “Possible Future

Scenarios” was on the 11 February 2019: the speakers presented the opportunities that can arise from a

district like this one. Being addressed to young people that did not find their place in the traditional school

system, the School of Doing represents an alternative that is attentive to the person’s skills, in synergy with

the  local  businesses,  who  will  also  have  concrete  responsibilities:  they  will  cover  some  hours  of  the

teaching programme, together with the teachers.

Two courses will start for 40 young people, namely: Motor vehicles repair Operator and Logistic Systems

and Services.

SAPA together with FCA, SDA, GAROFALO and many other partners plays a very important role in this

project, both because it strengthens its presence within the local community and because it gives young

people the opportunity of an internship at its plants.

Antonio Riva, president of the “Alberto and Franca Riva” foundation said at the presentation:

“The school  aims at  supporting  the professional  and human growth of  these young people.  We have

created a network of local foundations, schools, businesses and institutions. We want this school to be a

reference  point  for  the  whole  Campania  region,  not  only  for  Naples.  When it  came to  the  choice  of

partnering businesses, we gave precedence to local businesses to create a bridge between training and

work”.

This is what Giovanni Affinita, Executive Director and Member of the Board of Directors at SAPA said:
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“For us, contributing to this project and providing the teachers for some of the lessons was an honour and a

duty.  These teachers, besides being trainers, will be a source of inspiration and a concrete example for the

young people in search of a model to build their future on. I think that it is our duty to contribute to the

growth of our local communities, in the way that we can and that we know how. SAPA is by all means an

international business and it is precisely for this reason that it does not forget where its roots are planted.

Education is the first step to thriving in the sector that each person has chosen for themselves - we firmly

believe in this.”

USEFUL LINKS

http://www.sapagroup.net
https://fondazioneangeloaffinita.org/

SAPA

SAPA – The ONE-SHOT Company – means Superior Auto Parts Always.

SAPA is an industrial Group that was created by Mr. Angelo Affinita, who was born and grew up in a small
province of Central-Southern Italy.  
Everything started with artisanal work, with “handmade” work, which is a pillar of the made in Italy brand. 

Angelo Affinita’s extraordinary human, technical and entrepreneurial abilities then transformed an artisanal
company into a solid and growing industrial  business,  with 6 plants in Italy and Europe, over 1,700
employees and a turnover of € 280 million in 2017. 
Today SAPA is an Italian industrial group that produces injection mould parts for the automotive sector, and
directly  supplies  major  Car  Makers  in  Italy  and abroad (FCA,  Volkswagen,  CNH,  Ferrari,  BMW,
Porsche, Maserati, Rolls Royce, Aston Martin).

Giovanni  Affinita,  Executive  Director,  is  the  third  of  three  children  (his  siblings  Antonio  Affinita  and
Mariangela Affinita are Executive Directors and members of the Board of Directors);  together with their
mother Dora Affinita, President, they are the third generation leading SAPA. 
He holds a degree in Economics from LUISS in Rome and is Chief Sales Strategist and member of the
Board of Directors at SAPA.
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