
   

Sustainability is a value: SAPA is awarded the 2019
Business Excellence Award by the Italian SME

Observatory

Global Strategy identified 722 A*-grade SME’s in Italy as being the country’s true
excellence. “There can be no growth without the creation of value that is sustainable
over time”, proudly said Mr Antonio Affinita, executive board member at SAPA when

he was awarded at the Italian Stock Exchange on behalf of the SAPA Group.

Italian Stock Exchange (Milan), 25 September 2019 SAPA is awarded the 2019
Business Excellence Award 2019. The company based in Arpaia, near Benevento, and
run by the Affinita family received the award by Global Strategy for the first time; the
award was handed out in the course of an event taking place on 25 September in
Milan  that  traditionally  takes  place  at  the  Italian  Stock  Exchange  in  Palazzo
Mezzanotte.  The  event  had  the  title  “Sustainability  and  Value  Creation.  A
combination to be sought” and this year it was dedicated to the relation between
Italian SME’s and ESG (Environmental, Social and Governance) issues. 

The  Italian  businesses  of  excellence  are  identified  every  year  by  the  SME
Observatory of Global Strategy, a strategic and financial consultancy firm, this year
being the  11th edition.  Global Strategy analysed 10,800 Italian businesses all over
the  country  whose  production  value  is  between  €  20  and  250  million  for  the
manufacturing and services sectors and between € 20 and 500 for the trade sectors.

From the initial 10,000+ businesses, 722 can now boast the “Excellent Business” title:
these are companies that  over the past five years, at the aggregate level, were
able to combine growth (68% increase in Production Value over 5 years) with strong
operational efficiency (the Return on Sales index basically doubled from 6.3% in 2013
to  12.2%  in  2017),  and  that  practically  make  up  the  backbone  of  the  Italian
production excellence from North to South.

“This year's data throws back the profile of the Italian excellence in an increasingly
clear  way”  -  says  Ms.  Antonella  Negri-Clementi, President  and  CEO  of  Global
Strategy. I’m talking about companies that were able to find market niches in which
they  became  successful  all  over  the  world.  Entrepreneurs  constantly  setting  new
targets, who want to accomplish extraordinary endeavours and who are not scared to
open up their  company structures  in  order  to  strengthen their  company’s  market
position.  Their  results  represent  entrepreneurial  maturity,  which  in  turn  results  in
greater attention to good governance and to people as well.”

“Sustainability in all its facets has always been the core of the philosophy that 
underpins SAPA’s actions and that led us to secure ourselves an important position 
within the Italian business community”, stated Mr Antonio Affinita, SAPA’s 
Executive Director, when receiving the award at the Palazzo Mezzanotte.  

Environmental sustainability and the importance of the supply chain, social 
sustainability and corporate governance: these were the issues addressed at the 
conference.  “These elements are an integral part of the One-Shot Method, 
which is the centre of our activity.  This method can bring together increased 



   
productivity and attention to the urgent environmental, industrial and social 
requirements, which today apply to any market and in particular to ours, the 
automotive market. Receiving this acknowledgement within an event that draws the 
picture of the Italian business scenario and identifies its excellence is a cause of great 
pride for us and an encouragement to continue on the path we’re going down. There 
can be no future without creating value that is sustainable over time - 
concluded Mr Affinita - and this is only possible if we implement business policies that 
deal with the present time while looking well into the future.”

About Global Strategy

Global Strategy S.r.l. is an Italian strategic consultancy firm and business advisor
led by Ms. Antonella Negri-Clementi. It was founded in 2006 from the entrepreneurial
project of a group of professionals; today it has offices in Milan, Warsaw and Prague. It
supports businesses in their phases of growth, change, industrial and financial crisis
resolution, extraordinary operations and M&A's, innovation and internationalisation. Its
distinctive features are the pragmatism of the solutions and the partnerships with the
clients,  the ability  to  support  the client  in  project  implementation and in business
development  activities.  Global  Strategy's  activities  stand  out  for  their  operational
approach  and  are  particularly  centred  around  Mid  Cap  companies  and  family  run
businesses. Global Strategy is an Equity Markets Partner of Borsa Italiana (Italian Stock
Exchange).
www.globalstrategy.it

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SAPA
SAPA was founded by Angelo Affinita in 1974 and is now an Italian industrial group 
that specialises in the production of cutting-edge car parts. The SAPA Group directly 
supplies well known car makers such as Volkswagen, FCA, CNH, Iveco, VW, BMW, 
Ferrari, Aston Martin, Rolls Royce, Porsche, Audi, Skoda, Seat.

Today, SAPA has 11 factories in Italy, Europe and Asia with 140 press 
machines and over 1,700 employees. 

The company has a yearly turnover of € 250 million and produces over 61 million car
parts  yearly. The  product  range  includes  door  panels,  dashboard  parts,  engine
covers and hubcaps.  SAPA,  which has always been orientated towards  innovation,
invests 4.5% of its annual turnover in R&D.
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